Introduction
The complex of maculate aloes is one of the most taxonomically challenging in the genus Aloe L. (Grace et al., 2009 (Grace et al., , 2010 . Species circumscription tends to be vague and contentious as populations of one species seemingly intergrade and hybridize with populations of neighbouring species. Where maculate aloes occur sympatrically this is a particular problem, for example in the northern and northeastern parts of South Africa, which are host to some of the densest concentrations of Aloe species globally (Holland, 1978) .
As part of their revision of Aloe L. in southern Africa, Glen & Hardy (2000) earlier proposed several changes of rank and status for some maculate aloe species (Glen & Hardy, 1987) . One of these proposals suggested the inclusion of Aloe graciliflora Groenew. in the synonymy of A. greatheadii Schönland var. davyana (Schönland) Glen & D.S.Hardy (1987) . However, the expanded concept of A. greatheadii itself has since not been consistently accepted, with some authors preferring specific rank for Aloe davyana Schönland (Smith & Correia, 1988; Smith & Van Wyk, 2008; Grace et al., 2011) and segregate taxa also included in the synonymy of A. greatheadii var. davyana, such as A. longibracteata Pole Evans and A. verdoorniae Reynolds. Although there are several taxa debatably included in the synonymy of A. greatheadii var. davyana and reinstatement of some of these at specific rank may be warranted, we deal here only with A. graciliflora. This is deliberate, as we feel it is important to assess the status of each of the relevant taxa on their own merit, rather than treating them as a group. Bearing the importance of the bigger picture of 
Characters and variation
Morphologically, A. graciliflora is a small to medium-sized aloe that can reach a height of 300 mm in the vegetative condition. When in flower, the branched or simple inflorescence can increase the plant height to about 1.1 m ( Figure  4 ). The lower leaf surfaces are generally a milky green colour and can vary from unspotted to copiously spotted, while the upper surfaces vary from light to dull green with white spots often arranged in somewhat confluent cross bands (Figures 5 & 6) . Like many short-stemmed aloes, the leaf tips die back in winter, usually persisting on the leaf and becoming recurved and twisted. Flowers are narrower and longer than those of A. greatheadii var. davyana, uniformly coloured and lack the greyish longitudinal stripes found on flowers of that species (Figures 7 & 8) . See Table 1 for further characters distinguishing between A. graciliflora and A. greatheadii var. davyana.
As originally circumscribed by Groenewald (1936 Groenewald ( , 1941 , the name A. graciliflora is applied Small to medium-sized rosulate leaf succulent. Plants acaulescent or with short stem of up to 0.2 m long, rosettes solitary or suckering to form small groups. Leaves 15−20, densely rosulate, lanceolate-deltoid, up to 230 mm long, 100 mm broad at base; upper surface plane to slightly canaliculated, bright green, spotted, the spots oblong, whitish, varying from irregularly scattered to more or less arranged in undulating transverse bands; lower surface convex, paler green than the upper, varying from unspotted and somewhat obscurely lineate to, rarely, copiously spotted with the spots arranged more or less in wavy transverse bands; margins sinuate-dentate, the teeth brown, deltoid, pungent, about 5 mm long, 10 mm distant; exudate honey-coloured, dries yellowish. Inflorescence 1−2 simultaneously or successively, 600−800 mm high, erect, simple to mostly 3-branched from the middle or lower, with the three racemes in the same plane, the lowest branch subtended at base by a pale brownish, thin, scarious bract, 60 mm long, 25 mm broad at base. Racemes cylindric-acuminate, up to 300 mm long, 80−90 mm in diameter, sub-densely flowered, the buds at first sub-erect, becoming horizontally disposed, with the open flowers cernuous to pendulous. Floral bracts the lowest deltoid-acuminate, thin, scarious, about 5−7-nerved, about 30 mm long, usually slightly longer than their pedicels. Pedicels lowest of terminal racemes 25−30 mm long, the colour of the perianth, longer and turning brownish in the fruit. Perianth deep pink to dull orange-red with a bloom, slender, up to 52 mm long, with sub-globose basal swelling 9−10 mm in diameter, constricted above the ovary to 5 mm, thence slightly decurved and enlarging to 7 mm towards the throat; outer segments free for 12−15 mm, usually with white marginal border, and sub-acute spreading apices; inner segments dorsally adnate to the outer for three-quarters of their length, broader than the outer and with broader white marginal border, the apices more obtuse and more spreading. Filaments pale lemon, filiform-flattened, the 3 inner narrower and lengthening in advance of the 3 outer, with the anthers in turn exserted 1−2 mm. Stigma at length exserted 1−2 mm. Ovary 10 mm long, 4 mm diameter, slightly tapering into the style, finely 6-grooved, green. Fruit not seen. 
